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Don and Cathy Stone were inducted into the Western Okla-
homa State College Alumni Association in the fall of 2017.
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Cathy and her husband, 
Don Stone, are our newest 
Alumni Lifetime Members.  
Cathy first attended Altus 
Jr. College right out of high 
school.  She then attended 
Western Oklahoma State 
College and was very active 
serving as Student Senate 
President before graduat-
ing with an Associates in 
Science Degree.
 After graduating col-
lege, Cathy began what was 
a fulfilling career as a dance 
teacher.  First, as a contrac-
tor for dance and gymnas-
tics at Altus Air Force Base.  
Then, she took her talent 
overseas and continued as 
a contractor until decid-
ing to open her own studio 
while living in Germany 
where she enjoyed working 
with over 400 students of all 
nationalities.  
 Cathy closed her studio 
and the Stones returned to 
Altus in 2011 where Cathy 
now spends her time im-
mersed in her community 
serving on several different 
committees and boards.  
Her husband, Don, proudly 
served his country in the US 
Air Force for 29 years before 
retiring from service wear-
ing the distinguished rank 
of Colonel.  Don is now the 
Deputy Director for Aircraft 
Maintenance for the 97th 
Airlift Mobility Wing at 
Altus Air Force Base.
 When asked what she 

found most appealing about 
Western Oklahoma State 
College, Cathy says, “There 
is an intimacy in a smaller 
college.  The location makes 
it so easy.  The opportunity 
it provides to go ahead and 
start college is amazing and 
even if you aren’t able to go 
to college right away, it is 
here for you when you are 
ready.”  Cathy was the old-
est of five children of an en-
listed airman and she was 
grateful for the work study 
opportunity that Western 
provides.  She says, “It 
makes all the difference for 
those who are wanting to 
start college but who may 
not yet have the money for 
tuition.”
 Cathy comes from 
a proud family of alum-
ni.  Both her father, Otto 
Holthe, and her brother, 
John Holthe, attended 

Western.  Cathy points 
out the compassion of the 
school’s administration 
when she recalls that her 
brother, who was handi-
capped and unable to write, 
was given a typewriter by 
the college to help him with 
his classwork.
 When asked why she 
chose to become an Alumni 
Lifetime Member, Cathy 
said, “We attended an 
Alumni event here and we 
just asked ourselves why 
aren’t we members?”  So 
she made the decision to be 
more formally associated 
with her alma mater.
If you would like to join 
the Stones and our other 
Alumni as members, please 
contact Whitney Graham in 
the Alumni Office at 477-
7706 or visit our website at 
www.wosc.edu or email us 
at alumni@wosc.edu

Couple named new WOSC Alumni 
Lifetime Members

Come support your 
Pioneers!

In continuing NBC Bank’s 
commitment to the arts, 
original works by Oklahoma 
artists have been commis-
sioned each year for the 
NBC’s Oklahoma Artists 
Series.
The first print was presented 
to Western Oklahoma State 
College in 2003.  Western 
Oklahoma State College ex-
presses their appreciation 
to NBC and Ken Ferguson, 
Chairman, NBanC for the 
most recent print the 2017 
“Prairie Oasis” by artist 
Sonya Terpening.
The public may view the 
entire NBC’s Oklahoma 
Artists Series at the Pioneer 
Heritage Center at WOSC.

New Print dedicated to NBC Wall of 
Oklahoma Artists

Jeff Greenlee, left, NBC Bank president, and Elizabeth Marcha, 
right, NBC Bank business development vice president, pre-
sented Larry Duffy,  center, WOSC Foundation, Inc. executive 
secretary, with the 2017 print “Prairie Oasis.”


