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January 9: Spring 2019 semester begins

January 16: Student Senate, 12 p.m., H-9

January 17: Welcome Back Bingo, 6:30 p.m., PHC

January 21: College Closed, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February 7: Pioneer Preview

Bob Jones named New WOSC 
President’s Partner
Harold Bob Jones is 
Western Oklahoma State 
College’s newest President’s 
Partner, but he has quite the 
history with the college and 
Western’s president, Dr. 
Chad Wiginton. 
	 The WOSC 
Foundation, Inc. President’s 
Partners Program is de-
signed to enhance educa-
tional opportunities and 
student learning experienc-
es by providing necessary 
funding for scholarships, 
program funding, endow-
ments and other develop-
ment for the college. Each 
President’s Partner pledges 
an annual contribution to 
the WOSC Foundation, 
Inc. of at least $1,000 to 
support college programs. 
	 Jones currently works 
on campus as a Wellness 
Center staff, and has been 
in that position for nearly 
10 years. 
	 “I was born here in 
Altus in the 1940s,” Jones 
said. “I have deep roots 
here. I attended Altus High 
School and graduated in 
1959, then went on to at-
tend Altus Junior College.” 
	 Jones continued his 
education at Oklahoma 
State University and the 
University of Oklahoma, 
but he credits Altus 
Junior College, formerly 
known today as Western 
Oklahoma State College, 
for all he’s accomplished.  

	 “Today, I am able to 
help people become health-
ier on campus,” Jones said. 
“Western is a fun place to 
work. It has excellent fa-
cilities and good, helpful 
people to work alongside. 
Becoming a President’s 
Partner is incredibly im-
portant to me, because I 
know it will help students 
reach their goals.”  
	 Western president, Dr. 
Chad Wiginton, said he 
considers Bob Jones part of 
the Pioneer family. 
	 “Bob Jones has a pas-
sion for Western and a deep 
desire to see people live 
a healthy lifestyle which 
makes him a perfect fit 
for our Wellness Center,” 
Wiginton said. “For years 

he has devoted his time 
and personal resources to 
improving our cardio and 
weight room facilities.  Bob 
exemplifies a Pioneer work 
ethic and is a great role 
model for our students.”
	 The Western Oklahoma 
State College Foundation 
provides the opportunity to 
invest in the future by of-
fering many ways to give. 
The WOSC Foundation, 
Inc. is a 501(c) 3 organiza-
tion and exists to generate 
support for the students 
and programs of Western 
Oklahoma State College. 
For more information on 
the WOSC Foundation and 
ways to give, visit wosc.
edu/give.  

Dr. Chad Wiginton, left, thanks Bob Jones for committing to 
Western’s President’s Partners Program. 

Pioneer Basketball

Reverse Transfer Degrees Offer Unique Opportunities at Western
Students across the state of 
Oklahoma have had the op-
portunity to complete their 
associate’s degree through 
the reverse transfer pro-
gram for nearly ten years. 
One of Western’s very own 
did just that. 
	 Reverse transfer is a 
statewide program for stu-
dents who have completed 
at least 15 credit hours with 
a 2-year institution and 
moved on to another insti-
tution. Once they complete 
the required courses need-
ed for an associate’s degree, 
they can transfer their tran-
scripts back to the 2-year 
institution they originally 
attended to receive their 
degree, all while they are 
working on their bachelor’s 
degree.
	 Terri Pearson, Western 
Oklahoma State College 
Student Support Services 
vice president, said the 
reverse transfer program 
is something she has al-
ways seen as an incredible 
opportunity.
	 “Reverse transfer is a 
great opportunity to se-
cure a degree at a commu-
nity college, while a stu-
dent is pursuing another 
degree elsewhere,” she said. 

“Securing an associate’s 
degree ensures that credit 
hours do not lose value if 
a student has to postpone 
college classes for any pe-
riod of time. All degrees 
can be listed on a résumé 
and are testament to a stu-
dent’s ability to persevere 
and finish.”
	 She finally took that 
opportunity into her own 
hands this semester.
	 “I attended Western 
in the fall of 1977 after 
graduating from Duke 
High School,” Pearson 
said. “I transferred to 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University after my 
freshman year to pursue a 
degree in education.”
	 At that point, Pearson 
never completed a degree 
at Western. She took the 
credits earned at Western 
and went on to complete 
her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. 
	 “My associate’s degree 
from Western is over forty 
years in the making,” she 
said. “Western holds such 
a special place in my heart, 
and it’s exciting to have a 
degree from this institution 
that means so much to me.” 
	 Reverse transfer has 

given students just like 
Pearson the opportunity 
to receive a degree from 
Western Oklahoma State 
College.
	 Lana Scott, Western 
Admission and Registrar 
director, has been tracking 
reverse transfer degrees at 
Western over the last five 
years.
	 “Roughly forty students 
have received reverse trans-
fer degrees at Western dur-
ing that time period,” Scott 
said. “It is great to see so 
many students take advan-
tage of this opportunity.” 
	 Pearson’s degree is es-
pecially unique, because 
it is the first to bear Dr. 
Chad Wiginton’s signature 
as president of the college. 
Pearson and Wiginton have 
a long history on cam-
pus, both working in the 
WINDS Department when 
the grant program first be-
gan on campus.
	 “I am probably more 
excited about this degree 
than I was when I earned my 
master’s degree,” Pearson 
said. “The most exciting 
thing of all is knowing that 
I was the first to receive 
a diploma with President 
Wiginton’s signature. Chad 

Dr. Chad Wiginton, left, presents Terri Pearson with her Western Oklahoma State College 
degree. 
and and I, together with the 
rest of the WINDS staff, 
built the grant program 
from a notebook up. Chad 
is leading Western in a way 
that makes me extremely 
proud to be his friend and a 
part of his executive team.” 
	 Reverse transfer de-
grees provide unique 
opportunities just like 
Pearson’s. If you have com-
pleted 15 credit hours at 
Western Oklahoma State 

College and moved on to 
complete a degree else-
where, you may qualify 
to receive a reverse trans-
fer degree. For more in-
formation, contact the 
Office of Admissions at 
580-477-7717. 
	 Western Oklahoma 
State College is the old-
est original municipal 
two-year college still in 
existence in the state of 
Oklahoma. Its mission is to 

provide high quality educa-
tion, support student suc-
cess, and empower individ-
uals to become productive 
members of local, regional 
and global communities. 
Western offers high-quality 
associate degrees and cer-
tificates to its five-county 
service area and beyond.


